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PROGRAM NOTE   
 
PART I        

The carnival is full of incredible attractions and games. The ferris wheel. The ring toss. The 
cotton candy. Children across United States flock to the Travelling Carnival during the summer 
months, excited to greet the adventure and fun.        

Little do they know, a mysterious Phantom is haunting the Carnival this year. No one knows 
what to make of him, nor has anyone seen him for longer than a moment or two. He appears and 
vanishes just as quickly. Strange things are happening at the Carnival and some are beginning to say its 
haunted.         

People are growing restless, and some are saying that it is time for the Carnival to shut down 
for good. The only way to save the Carnival and its summer fun is to Unmask the Carnival Phantom.   

  
PART II        

I wrote the above program note a dozen times over. Unmask the Carnival Phantom was written 
in its entirety before attaching a theme or title to it, and it was actually my mother and sister who 
suggested the theme and title.        

I liked the idea and went with it. Initially, I conceived of the historical Travelling Carnivals 
from the 19th and 20th centuries with their spooky atmosphere. I was inspired by the 2021 movie, 
Nightmare Alley. But the idea of a spooky, goofy phantom haunting the carnival didn't seem to fit the 
dark history of the Carnival.        

The exploitation and shady business practices of the Carnival are hard to hide from, and they 
shouldn't be hidden from, so my conception of a mysterious phantom haunting a 19th century 
Carnival slowly fell by the wayside in favor of a modern carnival, but I felt it was important to 
acknowledge the evolution in idea rather than hide from it. And in that way maybe the phantom being 
unmasked, is the Carnival itself. 
 

 
 

BIO     

Composer, conductor, performer and music educator, Eric M Schroeder (He, Him, His) 
currently holds a bachelor’s degree in Music Education from the University of Michigan - Ann Arbor. 
Eric started writing music from a very young age and continued to do so throughout his time at 
Michigan. During his student teaching semester and the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Eric began writing professionally, 
eventually starting his own independent music publisher in 2022, 
TERRAN HARMONY. He writes music for all types of bands 
from the beginner to the professional and has had works 
performed across multiple states.       

Eric currently works as a K-8 music teacher and band 
director in Detroit, MI. In less than two years, Eric has built a 
music program from the ground up that includes a middle school 
band, a guitar ensemble, an ukulele ensemble, a recorder consort, 
and a musical theatre program. He also performs with and serves 
as the director of development for the Ferndale Community 
Concert Band. His music is exclusively published through 
TERRAN HARMONY LLC (ASCAP) and he resides in 
Farmington, MI with his wife.   
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