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Due at 11:59 is a reference to all my online classes. As anyone who has taken an
online class knows, assignments are usually unlocked one week at a time. Then, you
have a full week to complete them. Or more accurately, you have six and a half days to
procrastinate before a few hours of furious scrambling to get it all done before the
deadline.

In middle and high school, | was a procrastinator through and through. Even early
college had me waiting until the last second, and | remember the clock ticking down in
those online classes like a timebomb threatening to explode into a failing grade all over
my transcripts as | scrambled to get things turned in on time. Due at 11:59 is a short
piece that encapsulates the dread of an impending deadline.

C:l

Composer, conductor, performer and music educator, Eric M Schroeder currently
holds a bachelor’s degree in Music Education from the University of Michigan — Ann
Arbor. Eric started writing music from a very young age and continued to do so
throughout his time at Michigan. During his student teaching semester and the height of
the COVID-19 pandemic, Eric began writing professionally, eventually starting his own
independent music publisher in 2022, TERRAN HARMONY. He writes music for all types
of bands from the beginner to the professional and has had works performed across
multiple states.

Eric currently works as a K-8 music teacher and band director in Detroit, Ml. In
less than two years, Eric has built a music program from the ground up that includes a
middle school band, a guitar ensemble, an ukulele ensemble, a recorder consort, and a
musical theatre program. He also performs with and serves as the director of
development for the Ferndale Community Concert Band. His music is exclusively
published through TERRAN HARMONY LLC (ASCAP) and he resides in Farmington, Ml
with his wife.
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